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He said the psychological boost 

of falling beneath 10 per cent un-
employment would bring a re-
newed confidence to the region’s 
job seekers and employers.

“The general level of optimism 
is fairly low,” Mr Doutre said.

“But I think we’re at the tail-
end of the high unemployment 
cycle.”

Mr Doutre said eight Jobs Fund 
projects worth more than $8 mil-
lion and 190 jobs had or were 
about to start.

“(Recently) I was in Innisfail at 
the PCYC where a $2 million job 
fund at the PCYC where 14 unem-
ployed people aged 17 to 40 have 
started a program, including a 
Certificate I and II skills in con-
struction, and the local construc-
tion company looks like they will 
take them all on,” he said.

The other Jobs 
Fund works in-
clude an appren-
ticeship scheme 
in Cairns, the con-
struction of the 
Cairns Communi-
ty Education Cen-
tre, the Mission 
Beach Communi-
ty Arts Centre, the 
Mossman Gorge walking track, 
Djarragun College construction 
and yard maintenance project, 
a Yarrabah energy efficiency 
project and the Cattana Wetlands 
environmental project.

Mr Doutre said work would 
soon start on the first round of the 
Building Education Revolution 
projects and the second round 
had been let as well.

“The social housing projects 
are also about to kick off and we 
should start to see some activity,” 
he said.

Mr Doutre said the traditional 
tourism season had started and 
forward bookings were looking 
promising.

“As we start to see the end 
of high unemployment we will 
see population growth at more 
healthy levels and that in itself 
will stimulate the economy,” he 
said.

Charge on
to improve
jobless rate

QUEENSLAND Treasurer 
Andrew Fraser says he is con-
fident the Government has got 
the balance right between the 
environment and mining de-
velopment along the Wenlock 
River.

The State Government on Fri-
day declared the Wenlock, in 
Cape York, a wild river under 
the its controversial Wild Riv-
ers legislation.

Mining companies Cape Alu-
mina and Rio Tinto are develop-
ing projects in the area.

Cape Alumina’s proposed $1.2 
billion Pisolite Hills bauxite 

mine and port 
project partly 
overlaps Bertie-
haugh Station, 
also known as 
the Steve Irwin 
Wildlife Re-
serve.

The Wild Riv-
ers declaration 
includes a 500m buffer zone 
around the Coolibah Springs 
complex on the reserve.

Mr Fraser yesterday defended 
the buffer zone decision, after 
announcing job creation was the 
State Government’s top prior-

ity for tomorrow’s state Budget.
He said Cape Alumina had ad-

vised the development was now 
less viable, but the State Gov-
ernment would never endorse 
job creation without maintain-
ing a healthy balance with the 
environment.

“This is a Government that 
welcomes mining development, 
always has and always will, but 
only on the rules that the envi-
ronmental conditions are met,” 
he said.

“And clearly a 500m buffer 
zone which is being proposed is 
there based on the science to en-

sure we get the balance right.”
“Of course (Cape Alumina) 

would make more money if they 
were able to mine right up to the 
river bank and right through the 
area, everyone appreciates that, 
but I’m confident that we’ve got 
the balance right.”

The Wenlock, which covers 
about 7435sq km, has the high-
est number of freshwater fish 
species in Australia and the 
surrounding rainforest is home 
to endangered animals.

On the job: Bob Modee, 
Barachias Royee and 
Francis Royee are back in 
employment working at 
the Cattana Wetlands.
Picture: JAKE NOWAKOWSKI 

Fraser feels river
buffer is right fi t

 NEWS  inside
MONDAY,  JUNE 7,  2010

INSIDE TODAY

Pride of the North Brian 
Lovelock, 77, has been 
nominated for a Pride of Australia 
Medal in recognition of his work 
with charitable communities. 
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WEATHER

TODAY TOMORROW WEDNESDAY
Mostly fi ne: 27 Mostly fi ne: 26 Cloudy: 28

Gold Lotto (Draw 3013, 5-6-10) 5, 13, 24, 26, 28, 41. 
Supps 25, 20.
Div 1: $444,444.45. Div 2 16,052.40. Div 3: $1321.50. 
Div 4:  $45.75. Div 5: $29.20.
Super 66: (Draw 3013, 5-6-10) 6, 4, 5, 1, 8, 0. Div 1: –.  
Div 2  $6666.00. Div 3: $666. Div 4: $66. Div 5  $6.60.

WINNING NUMBERS

PETROL WATCH
129.7c

UNLEADED

YESTERDAY’S AVERAGE
ULP PRICE IN CAIRNS
For cheaper petrol go to www.racq.com.au

GOT A SCOOP?
Text your news tips and pictures to
042 TXT POST (0428 987 678) or
Email: editorial@tcp.newsltd.com.au or
Phone: 07 4052 6627
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Classifi eds 4031 3333
Advertising 4052 6662
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News  4052 6627
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Features 4052 6659

Port Douglas 4099 8596
Innisfail offi ce 4061 5870
Atherton offi ce 4028 5104
Circulation 4052 6665

Hero’s welcome Round-the-
world sailor Jessica Watson was 
in high demand as she sailed into 
her home town of Mooloolaba 
yesterday. 
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NATIONAL 

One Degree of change by everyone every 
day will change the future of the planet. 

Your recycling of The Cairns Post helps make Australia 
the world’s leader in newspaper recycling. More than 
74.5% of Australia’s newspapers are re-used.

COPYRIGHT:  All images displayed on The Cairns Post website and printed publications are protected 
by copyright laws and cannot be copied, reproduced or transmitted in any form without obtaining 
prior permission. If you wish to reproduce any photographs you will need to contact the copyright 
administrator copyright@tcp.newsltd.com.au to organise copyright clearance.  Fees will apply. 

To fi nd an article: 
go to www.cairns.com.au/news and click on newstext

To place an advertisement: 
go to www.cairns.com.au/advertising or CALL 4052 6662

To buy a copy of photograph: 
go to www.cairns.com.au/postpix or CALL 4052 6666

FOR HOME DELIVERY CALL 4052 6970 OR VISIT   
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Andrew 
Fraser

– AAP, Brisbane

Peter Doutre
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